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- Concerning the Tudgements of Eod; for al \ dafalt 
What they are decreed, and what. Judgement is 
init ſelf. And alſo what is theeternal Judgement 
. of God againſt the wicked and ungodly. 


He Judgement of God is according to his mind and x 
and is not againſt, but for his creature, and attendgie 
his creatlirgg preſervation, and it never became pſy 
ful.to hisggeature, untill he went from his Spirits | 
dance, and then into the unſoundneſſe of JudgemanS 
for according to ſound and true Judgment he wrouf 
/: and eſtabliſhed all his Decrceings, (wn the cauncel of Y 
Tl; and working ofa mighty Power) and therein his purpoſes and determt 
nations are:exalted';. ſo that the. Judgments of God are againſt nothing but 
awhat makes for his creatures hurt,and they that have ſuch an eye of reſpe&t 
_ , and faith and belicf thercin, ars made ſound in Judgement 
ereby. 
For the working ofthe Spirit of God is firſt in the Judgement of the 
creature, wherein it cotYrinceth him offin, and offence to the Spirit of 
;God,and for that reproves him 3 and then of righteouſneſs/Mm the ſame mind 
held and retained; ) and as it lcads from the one (2be ſelf-righreouſmefjs,8c.) 
ſoit leads to the other ( the righteouſn:ſe of God wrought by faith m him, 
-andthen comes the Prince of the pawenof zbe Ayre to bs judged -: But in this 
work the judgement-of the creature, tin reference to what hath b2en fiſt 
Joyned to, ) comes forth torne and. unſound 3 for God firſt breaks and 
tares the creature from other Lovers then Himſelf; the cauſe of. the brui- 
ſing being therrin-the creature, -and as he ſubmits to the Judgement of 
God, a ſhort work is made in the Earth, without any firuglings and ftri- 
wvidgs of ſuch the creature 53 for vll the ſiruglings and ftrivings of the crea- 
ture ,. is to keep life in that the Judgement is againſt, and therein is the 
pain. and woundings, and bruiſes of the creature, and the weakneſs 
ahd nakednefs of the creature comes thereby to be ſeen, which other- 
:wilewwould be covered, hid, and healed, (as Jucgement had its due on 
the wrong part in the creature) and that which is for Judgement, either 
"for the Shword, of the Eamine, or the Plague, given up theret®:) 
And the plagues and torment cea(eth, & the creature then comes forth 
ſound and wholſome in Judgement, and to be ofa healing ſpirit, and fa- 
'vingnature, andthe plague ſtays in the Earth, and good tidings, and 
the Goſpel of peace ſprings vp, .and the ftorm3s alazed, and all 15 quieted 
-and calme, within and without and then, How. beautifil ave their. fezt on 
«the Dhwuains! and over every bigh.hill they can walk, pleaſantly,” that being 
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ON nr wane" 
under which vas onee over (when the Seed w.s in the Walleys of Iſ7ael 3) 
but then:comes to be raiſed, and truth to ſpring up over all. | 

And thus ere all the Judgements of God according to righteouſ. 
neſs, and-thereby is Zion redeemed, even by the Jpirir of judgement" and - 
| burning ;- and fo the Judgements are for alight, and then mercy arfd truth 

,--—*-, meets (in one) and n that one righteouſneſs ahd peace can, and doth em- 

brace and kiſſe each other; and ſo Zion hath the Law of God;; and his 

- Word goes forth from Feru'alem, and Daughters of Zigna © no more healed 

"deceitfully, nor no ſmooth thing preached to the world, but Judgement laid 

tg the Linz, and Right-ouſneſſe to the Plummet ; nnd yernllat quiet 
A. wc<ll compoſed 3 'but the uneven and rugged is abroadyand. then the 
hewings and plainings goes on the un , an\'that according to 
erye and ſound Judgement, where nothing # banered againft, but the 
Line takes that in, but the rugged it leaves out. and the hewers ſets on 
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>... / And (othoughthe fire beeternall (that 4 kindled in ſuch and ſhall never 

# goout, yet the pain is not eternal ; but as the creature is made as willing 
to leave the evill (that God doth ſbew unto-bim, and - amp ) as God is, . © 
ſo to diſcover and judge it, he dyes fromthe eyill, and fo all pain in the 
Judgement of God ceaſeth, and then come death or life, or any afflitions 
(thogh h2 ſeeth it come up under the [ufferance »f Gods Spirit, and in judgement 
to the cauſe theresf, ) yet the cauſe being removed in him, he hath learned 
content therein and there-under, having a faith in the redeemed life, and the 
work of Bhd therein, that hath kent trom fainting by :he way, and doth keep 
ſrom deſparation or ſinking of ſpirit, tndey any outward  affii®ions, fo the 
Creation of God ſhall beredeemed-/1n all the world, ) and not without 
Judgement to that which hath cauſed i toſuffer, +nd none that keeps inthe 
ſen of its ſufferance and faith of the redernption thereof, ſhall ever be left 


to fail dy preſumption or deſparation under this Judgement, 
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* The' Ground of all the occaſion of offence in the. 
world, at this day (given or taken in the wrong 

L Ground-and Part ) and: how, and wherein. many 
are offended in Chriſt, (it being the ſame mind 
that gives the juſt occaſion of offence, that . 
unjuſtly taketh occaſion therein.) 


4 He Ground of all the occaſion of offence in. the. world, and at + 
this day (given and taken in the wrong pert 3 )-is againſt Chrift, 
that many are ſtumbling at (becauſe he is become a Rockof of- 
fence to both the houſes of Iſrasl,) and offences will come, but woo 
unts - 
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utto 1hem by whom they ſo comez yetherein is a conſideration very great 
and weighty 3 that the whole __ is not to be judged in the ed *--x 
ven or taken (in 1h wrorg part and ground 3 ) for there may be a good: 
ground {rom whence theſe tares cometh and proceedeth, ,afd in this 
ground God ſowed good ſeed, but this is the enemies work (while the good 
man ſlept,)'and he it 1s ſowed all theſe tares, that cunbers the ground, and take 
heed of bring too haſty, in the plucking them up, leaſt thou alſo offend 
the Lord of the Harveſt (that art offended at the tares,) for both are to grow 
together untill then. | 

Now that which gives, or takes offence (;n the wrong ground aud part) is 
felfz for ſelf is high and will-foll, and cannot bear any thing it-ſecs or 
imagines amiſs in others, but preſently. falleth tv judging, never con- 
fidering where it be thy place to judge, and whether it be Gods time, way, 
and manner / thou artgiving ſentence inz) that would have nothing 
juUÞed k-fore the ſecret ofthe heart be manifeſt ? or rather whether ſome- 
thing be not got up that would uſurp the Seat and Authority of Judge- 
ment (for, and to ſelf ? ) And then if the thing were really an evill thou 
may ſpye out or imagine, and fo readily paſſeſt ſentence on) it being thy 
place rather to bear and ſuffer it /untill an Authority in God is raiſed to 
m:niſter for the removing thereof) in the want of patience, and the wil- 
dome of God to manage the matter thou undertakeſt, thou manifefteth thy 
own evil, and weaknefſe in judgement, and it appearesthat it is the ſecret 
of thy own heart that the judgement of God is againſt, thou art ſo fiercely 
powring out againſt others 3 and well thou mayeſt raiſc a Divel in that 
mind, and firengthen the evil thou wouldeſt ſeeme to judpe ( when out 
ofthe Authority of God } but caſt him out or alay him thou canft not ( in 
that mind, blinded with ſelf conceit );, becauſe that is firſt to be removed 
at home, and. the Jean of God kept thereon there ( againſt what 
defileth Gods way manner of miniſtring judgement to the world.) 
er'e the healing vertue of the ſpring of liſe can give forth, to the neceſſity 
of the creature of God, and that ariſe which is felt in God, and thou recet- 
ved in the Authority of Judgement againſt evil z- but well thou mayeſt- 
beat the Ayre, and (owe = never will 4 true ſubjeAtion attend that 
Minifiry, that at beft can but make ſubjeQrfor wrath, while the conſciona- 
ble principle, and that which makes ſubje&t therefore, 1, not come into , 
and dwelt in; but a mind. continued in, would have fire- came down 
from Hezven andconſume ſuch they are: not in charity with, and ſecretly 
witheth and defireth evill in their hearts, may befall their Adverſary 3 as was 
ſcen of old, (and yet this once was a Prophets and Diſciples late ; as re- 
member Fonah, that rather pityed a Gourd that came up in one night, and to 
morrow was not, than ſix ſcore thouſand perſons; andthe reaſon, becauſe 
of afſtate of Propheſie;z he was come to, and to.-haye a, word fram the 
Lord, and therein was ftrengthned inthe judgement :of what God, had ſheron- 
him 3 but not in the life of pity ; oftha: he was conviucedby a waakg.means;) 


well verily this is the greateſt ſign can be given to 1h# Generation _ 
e 


my 


the repentings of the people at the preachiags of a Prophet, and of God 
polgeem aoainſ - 4 parte this read through, it would preach muck 
in this Age. | 2. 
* For it 15 commonly faid, They hate not the perſons, but the evil in 
the perſons; and yet many would have'the perſons of men deſtroyed, 
rather than they looſe the honour of a Prophet, yea and ſorely ſtrike- at 
the who!e man, and yet ſay it is for Conſcience ſake, and the Cauſe is Gods, 
they are ſo zealous for; and wherein doth it appear? canft thou then 
feed thy enemy ? canſt lay down thy life for him? canſt ſtoop to be re- 
conciledto him {to the abaſing ſelf to the death? tothe croflingthy own 
will to theutmoſt? Y this will try thy Cauſe or Zeal, whoever thou arr, 
/ or I am 19 reſpefer of perſons in thu work: or rather-art thou backbiting, and 
-perſecuting, and ſiniting with tongue or hand,-or both? and yet 1s thy 
Cauſe God's ? *But ſuch are Hereticks / ſaith the world) they are enemies to 
truth, and ſuchare Gods en-mies, and-n»t ours, and we cannot forgive 
them ? Well then, Are ye Chriſtians ? Such that- are Gods enemies, are 
Cirfts; and fuch that wers his he layed down haslite for, and prayed 
the Fa'her to forgive 3 and the Cauſe wasGods, ke came about, and in the 
name of, that he could have revenged himſelf ; in) on his enemies; for 
He could have prayed thz Father, and have bad more than noelve Legions of 
Avg; to deliver him, 
$9 this is to gfe an Argument to hold ; but then thou mayeſt ſay, this 
life of forgiveneſs is on conditions of p—_ ( then indeed not onely till 
ſeaven times, but ſeaventy rimes, thoucan/i bo content toforgive, or ws oft as thy 
brether may offend thee? \ But haſt thou uſed a means thereſore, totake one 
or two with thee, ifhe will not hear thee, and reaſon of the thing between 
ye inlove ( Or is it reafly an evill thou art offended at?) elſe the occaſion 
15jnt* ce? that takeſt it ſo' before it be juſtly given 3 for he mui be con- 
vinced of an eyil therein, before he can truly and rightly leaveitz andif 
tie practiſe, or thing thou tak-ſt occaſion at, be not abſolutely an evill in 
Its ſelfe, nor the praGtifer ſeeth no evill therein to him, inthe uſe or pra- 
Qiſe thereof, ke muſt needs be a hypocrite to leave it for anothers words, 
and at beſt but a man-pleaſcr, and t:me-ſerver, (unle/? for Conſcience ſake 4t 
be athing may be yielded to, and there be g ſpirit fitted thereto of Gol ) And the 
Codof peace andlove prrſwade the upright hearted herein. 

Beſides, ' Thou art to'conſider againft whom, and what the offence is 5 
andifit be againſt God onely, may be there hath been, and is come up the 
life of repentance (which is more than wordJs,) that hath been brought 
forth from what hath been wrought in ſecret in the hidden Þ tired life of 
converſe with God,) and then what matters it where a teſtimony be given 
to'man ox men (in words ?) ſeeing it may be a matter of Conſcience to 

' theconvert, to come under the cenſure of men, againſt whom he is not 
convinced of any juſt occafion of offence, but ſeeth the ground to be.one 
(in them that took occaſion at what was an offence to the Spirit of Gog, 
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[with himſelfthat gave it; ] And then what took occaſion (through an evi? 
ey2 that hath watched for haultings )to _— and exalt ſelf [inthe ſelfiſh 
cr21turely Fudgment) concerning what is ſpyed out of the creatures weak- 
neſs) he well knows will be ſurther ſtrengthened by ſuch ſubmiſons of 
menand to men (that his canverſe with God hath altered his corrcerſativn to« 
ward; for which only he deſires to be believed; ) in that the offence was 
only and chiefly againſt God ' though accidentally the creatuy? hath be2n, or 
ray be, or probably will make it ſelf concerned therein ;\ and thelife of repent- 
ance (fromevill] is that which God looks at only, Yea, 

You Highand Mighty ofthe carth, that are in the hard Judgments of 
the worldly ſpirit,and in-the fault. finding nature [ ofwhat takes occafion 
agai co the innocent.) ſearch what ſpirit ye are of ( that would make a man 
offendour for a word, or lay a ſnare for him that reproves ſm inthe Gates, and 
would pervert the juſt for « thirg of rought : ) Conſider your way before 
the Lord, whether ye are doing as ye would be done by ( that ſo re:&ily 
paſs judgment ccateths creature of God (for and about outward things and out- 
ward Werſhips and Service) and yet pretend your zeal to be for God, that looks 
inward,and at the heart, and ſeeks an requires ſuch worſhip, and ſuch to worſhip ' 
him,that worſhip him in S|.trit and in Truth; ) will your impriſonments 4; 
cruel cenſures {think ye.] about ſuch things as theſe, give ye eaſe ( when 
Gods witneſs is awakened for _— Cin all the world ] as Tam afſired it hall ? 
you are verily thoſe that give jult occaſion to God again? you, and are in 
the juſt cauſe oſofſence to his Spirit, and Spirits work and workings;though 
in the ſame mind ye take ofence againſt him [that many are offended in, ] 
forthe day hath dawned, and the day light doth maniſeſt the tulfilling of 
the words of Chriſt, that ſaid, MÞ they hate (ſpeaking ofthe world ) be- 
cauſe I bear witneſs cgainſi the deeds thereof, that they are evil 3 and it was 
not ſo much them that followed him as for his ſake that came into the world 
to bear witneſs againſt the deeds thereof) that was the cauſe and ground of 
the worlds hatred and offence( they take at and againſt them ;,) that he cal- - 
led blind-guides, that would ſee » to ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a Ca- 
mel; and to find fault with a moat in their brathers eye,and could not ſee 
the beam #n their own;which is the moſt dangerous eſtate in theworld. And 

Therefore was theſe ſayings given forth of o1d, that we might not be 
offended in what cometh to baſk 3 but that ſelf the offendour [ againſ? the * 
Spirit and Life of God, that firſt appeared(inthe worldJand till doth appear * 
to be the offended, may be judged in all hearts (in reference to what is given 
or taken in the wrong part 3) and God over all may be exalted for ever- 
more : 1 ſay, that firſt appearedin the offence or enmity againſt the _ 
rit of God, and w#* offended thereat ; for the Devil was a Lyar fromthe 
beginning, and 5 the Spirit of the world (even lies and falſhoad,Þbewitch- 
ed and deceived and betrayed the creature of God from its firſt and truc 
guide,that abod«. aot in the truth,but when he told a lye ſpoke of himſelf, 
and out of cc1t-1t ( in and with that condition God firſt placed and ſtated his 
creature in | into offence againſt the Spirit of God, qvas that firſt man lead, 
and his ſenfe charmed aſlcep with and inthe worlds beauty and alure- 
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ments (where things hath been falſely ſpelled to him) and therein he fic 
brought ſorth the cffendour againſt Gods Spirit,& yet onethat firſttook 
the occaſion ofoffence ( that was angry and full of wroth with his brother, 
about outward ſacrifice of the worldly ſpirits worſhip, ind roſe up againſt him (0 
ſlay him, becauſe ef ſm that lay at his door, whereby was cauſed non accep- 
tance with God; ) whereſore he was not nor is not accounted and reck - 
oned of the Seed of Aden, as him that was begoitenan his own lmage, but 
was and is the Sced ofthe envious one wher?- eve? he reigns and rules - 0 
end bears Dominion. ) And this Seed is that Charzthat delights to'w "<<, _,, 
be uncovering the nakedneſs oſthat which is by aaturcits father, and re- Ys 
joyceth in diſcovering and diſcourſing the creaturely weakneſle * where 
it is not in charity with the creature of God, and in th2 ubbraiding inſulting mind 
over its brother, } and on it is the fathers curſe (ir was begotten by ) that is 
awakened out ofthe flcep his ſon had mocked him in, and thereforc hath 
cauſed him to be a ſervant of ſ-rvants, that in their 0:1ſſion of duty to 
God, have therein negle&ted to do unto Chriſt wheth r ſic or in priſen, ia 
his members,Cc.) as he hath required and commanded, as that which 
tally have done unto them / by imriſonments and cru I uſage,&c,) 1c taketh 
done unto himlf; and fo cauſeth them to be brought. before him - that 
would not he ſhould reig 1 over them ) thit he might 1y .hem with the edge 
ofthe Sword of Juſtice, and fo they never co:nc tv b= eaſed of their ſer- 
vitude, and to come to the year of Fubile: (that ſers free the captivated and 
enbendaged Seed and Priſoner of hypez ) but tic!; in the birthſ5y the way,] 
and fit down in the worldly Judgaents, and Confeſſions, an! Repent- 
ings, 2nd think they are heard for their much ſpeaking, and lirge Profeſ- 
fions and proteſlations (all which ſtands in the enniity againſt the Spirit of 
God, and well-being of his Crezture;, ) for he hath been wearied out with 
words,and with the Confeſſions and Repentings of the world, either to 
thoſe called their ghoſily Fathers (tn private, Jonce or twicea year; ) or 
1 publick every week to profeſs to come beſore God, and tell him, the 
have erred and ſtrayed from his wayes like loſt Sheep, and done thoſe 
things they ought not to have done, and left undone thoſe things they 
ought to have done,Vc. and thatno ſoundneſs is in them fr9-n the crown 
ofthe head to the ſol ofthe fact 3 ) and thus to continue all their life-time 
(in the unſound1eſs, and unwholneſs, and unwholſomne/s of life an ſp vit, and 
judgment md corverſation; ) and yet to fit as Judge's over their fellow- 
creatures in caſes of Conſcience, and to give ſentence for the execution 
of juſtice { ſor that they themſelves areready to confeſs is but a ſp.'t inreſp-A to 
that pollution the body of nature(in the 'all and tranſgrefſion 'g inſt G:d)is ſtain- 
"edartt corrup'ed with ) needs muſt be to look at a mcat in their brothers 
© eye, not diſcerning the beam in their own and this muſt be concluded 
hard-meaſure, and the fame muſt they expe&t &om God, in this day of 
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